Origin of 46,XY/46,XY,r(19) mosaicism.
We report on a case of 46,XY/46,XY,r(19) mosaicism. The patient shows minimal clinical abnormality and the terminal deletions prerequisite for the ring formation are not microscopically discernible. The origin of the mosaicism is discussed. Firstly, the mosaicism may represent chimerism with a prezygotic origin of the ring chromosome; secondly, the ring chromosome could have arisen postzygotically; and thirdly, the ring could have been of a prezygotic origin with the apparently normal cells actually containing reopened rings. The consequences of these hypothesis on genetic counselling are discussed.